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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions, One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


(== ~=—— Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


The St. Andrew Daily Missal 
By Dom Gaspar Lefebvre, 0.8.B. 

Size—4x6in., India paper, 1,195 pages, 170 illustrations, % in. thick. 

The Regular or American edition of the St. Andrew Daily Missal was designed 
to meet the demand for a smaller book and principally for the laity. It is a complete 
Daily Missal, but it does not have the Latin of the Collects, Epistles and Gospels. 
With this exception this Missal is in Latin and English. 

This Edition is particularly easy to learn to use in following the Mass. The 
ordinary of the Mass is printed on heavier paper and (a real worthwhile feature) 
placed in the center because it balances the book, making it easier to hold. 








Binding Description Retail Hach 
O-A Black cloth, semi-flexible, burnished red edges ................ $1.75 
1-A Fabrikoid imitation leather, burnished red edges ................ 2.75 
1%,-A Fabrikoid imitation leather, red under gold edges ............ 3.00 
2-A American seal leather, red under gold edges .................... 4.50 
5144-A Morocco leather, burnished red edges 5.00 
5-A Morocco leather, gold roll red under gold edges ............... . 5.75 
5H-A De Luxe binding. Real Morocco red under gold edges. .... 8.50 


Please Order From: — 
THE E.M. LOHMANN CO., 418-417 Sibley St., St. Paul, Minn. 


Che Spirit of St. Benedict 


an explanation of the Holy Rule of St. Benedict 
by Dom I. Lanslots, O.S.B. 


HIS book will prove useful and helpful not only to members of the 
religious family of St. Benedict, but also to secular oblates affiliat- 
ed with the Benedictine Order, who strive to imbibe the spirit of 

the great founder. The explanation follows the Holy Rule of Saint 

Benedict, chapter by chapter, giving practical examples many of them 

drawn from the Fathers of the Church and ancient monastic chronicles. 
Size 9x 6 in., 281 pages, paper binding. $1.25 each. 


Order From: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
































2 


Marvelous Favors 


have been received through the devout use 
of the 


Precious Scheyern Cross 


aa 


which we are offering as a premium for one new subscription to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory.” In addition to one of the Scheyern 
Crosses, one copy of our new booklet ‘Neath St. Michael’s Shield 
will be given. A reader who received a Scheyern Cross some 
months ago wrote us shortly afterward: — 











“Sunday evening I had a very bad pain in my heart. I 
took my Scheyern Cross, placed it against my heart, and after 
fifteen minutes the pain stopped; I haven’t had any pain 
since. I am grateful for this wonderful favor through the 
use of the little cross.”’ 


If you already have one of the precious Scheyern Crosses, 
send a new subscription and secure a cross for a loved one or 
friend! OR: — , ; 

Picture of His Holiness, Pius XI — a beautiful likeness of the 
Holy Father, in photo-tone. Size 16x22 inches; ideal for framing. 
Every Catholic will want to possess a picture of this fearless leader of 
our present day, perhaps one of the greatest of the popes. Secure 
your picture before the supply is exhausted. 


For TWO New Subscriptions 


Handsome Sacred Heart Shield of French gray metal, 4 inches in 
size, with the figure in relief on a circular medallion. It has been de- 
signed to fasten upon the door frame, that it may be an inspiration to 
all who enter or leave. It is mounted upon an attractive folder bearing 
the promises of the Sacred Heart to those who venerate It, with some 
ejaculations. Begin the New Year right by consecrating your heart 
and home to the Sacred Heart, and securing one of these beautiful 
images to adorn your home. OR: — 

A durable rosary with large cocoa beads, 24 inches in length. 
A rosary especially adapted for the use of elderly people or the sick. 
OR: — 

An artistic calendar size 15x 9% in. with a lovely picture of a 
religious subject in colors. Calendar pad printed in red and black 
shows feast and fast days. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Holy Family in Its Flight into Egypt 


Seemingly unconscious of the anxiety and ‘suffering of His holy parents on His 
behalf, the Divine Infant slumbers peacefully in His mother’s arms. So, too, we should 
rest peacefully in the arms of Divine Providence amid the cares and anxieties of this life. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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X New Dear’s Message 


stopopo 


ASKED the New Year for some motto sweet, 
Some rule of life by which to guide my feet; 
I asked and paused. It answered soft and low: 
“God's will to KNOW.” 


ILL knowledge, then, suffice, New Year?” I cried, 

But ere the question into silence died, 

The answer came: “Nay, this remember, too — 
“God's will to DO.” 


Go KNOW, to DO—can this be all we give 
To Him in whom we are and move and live? 
No more, New Year? “This, too, must be your care — 
God's will to BEAR.” 


(NCE more I asked: “Is there no more to tell?” 
And once again the answer sweetly fell: 
“Yea, this one thing all other things above — 
God's will to LOVE.” 


etotote= 


A Happy and Blessed New Year to all our dear 
Readers, and may each day be brightened 
by the sunshine of Divine love. 
Benedictine Sisters of GPerpetual Adoration 
3 : ; ses Arti, BM ein Croke 
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The Key to Interior Peace 





| HE happiness of a soul truly resigned to the holy will 
of God is constant, unchanging, eternal. The more we 
conform our will to the will of God, the more freely 
God will anticipate our desires. As soon as we aim at 
obeying Him, He is willing to fulfil our wishes. He 
not only hears our prayers, but anticipates them. He 
penetrates the deepest recesses of our heart and dis- 
covers the hidden desires for love of Him suppressed, all of which 
He fulfils more richly than we could dare to hope. 

But how can we reach this blessed conformity? The first step 
toward it is the constant steady practice of it. As great opportunities 
are rare, the whole secret of its acquisition lies in this, that we make 
use of little daily occurrences. Fidelity to this will soon put us in 
the way of bearing even the greatest misfortunes with unwavering 
firmness. 

Every one of us daily experiences a thousand little unwelcome 
vexations. Now it is something purely foreign to us, again, the cause 
arises from ourselves or from another. Our whole life is an unbroken 
chain of such little annoyances. From them spring a thousand 
involuntary emotions of aversion, envy, impatience and fear, a 
thousand passing vexations and trifling alarms, which for the moment, 
at least, disturb the peace of our soul. For example, some expression 
escapes our lips which on the instant. we would gladly recall; a sharp, 
cutting word is addressed to us; we are served badly or slowly; a 
child allows us no rest; a troublesome visitor detains us; we are in- 
advertently pushed or jostled; a passing vehicle bespatters us; the 
weather does not suit us; our work does not succeed according to 
our liking; some cherished article is broken; our clothing is torn or 
soiled, and so on. Certainly in such trifles we cannot practice heroic 
virtue; but if we wish, we can by them attain the highest perfection. 
A soul that is faithful and persevering in accepting these little suf- 
ferings from the hand of Divine Providence and in making an offering 
of them, not only lays up for herself many rich merits, not only 
arrives at close union with God, but in a short time will be able 
courageously to endure the most trying and painful events of life. 

The submission of our will to the holy will of God is, in truth, 
the most pleasing sacrifice that we can make to God, and the one that 
honors Him most. It is the most perfect act of love, the most elevating 
and meritorious virtue. By it we can at every moment amass treasures 
of grace and gain in a short time the richest merits for eternity. A 
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remarkable example of this is given in the life of a certain holy 
religious who was not distinguished in any way from his brethren; 
and yet he had reached so high a degree of perfection and sanctity 
that the mere touch of his garments healed the sick. Once his Superior 
said to him: “How is it, brother? You pray, you fast, you watch no 
more than any other member of this community; and yet you work 
so many miracles! I am surprised at this. I should like to know the 
reason for it.” The good religious replied: “These wonders astonish 
me more than they do others. I know not their true cause. But if 
I were allowed to guess, I should say only this, that J] am always 
most careful to will what God wills. He has.given me the grace to 
unite my will so closely with His that in little as well as in great 
things I do nothing without His particular inspiration. Success does 
not elate me, nor does misfortune cast me down; for, without losing 
time in examining, I take the one and the other equally from the hand 
of God. I do not desire things to turn out as I might naturally wish, 
but simply and only as God wills. All my prayers tend to one end; 
namely, that the will of God should be perfectly accomplished in me 
and in all creatures.” 

“What!” exclaimed the astonished Superior, “were you not 
disturbed when an enemy set fire to our barn the other day, when 
our whole harvest and all our cattle were burned?” 

“No, Father,” replied the religious; “on the contrary, my custom 
is to thank God for such reverses, because I am firmly convinced that 
He permitted it only for His greater glory and our good. Therefore 
I did not concern myself as to whether much or little of our property 
escaped the flames; for I know that God, if we confide in Him, can 
feed us with a scrap of bread as well as with a whole barn full of 
grain. Hence, come what may, I am always peaceful and joyful.” 

May the holy will of God be our guiding star during the new 
year upon which we are just entering, and may we, like the saintly 
religious above mentioned, find our peace and joy in accomplishing 
this Divine will. 

chotope 

Catholics and non-Catholics alike have drawn untold strength and 
consolation in trials and difficulties from our booklet entitled Con- 
formity to the Will of God. . This booklet inculcates the beautiful 
lesson of abandonment to Divine Providence, which is the key to true 
happiness. 

The Goodness of God to Those Who Trust Him is likewise a 
consoling booklet, and one which helps souls to live a life of faith. 


Each booklet 5¢. Reduction for quantities. 
Address: Benedictine Convert of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The All-Embracing Name of Jesus 





AINT Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his youth 

studied at the University of Oxford. One day, while 
strolling through a beautiful meadow with some of his 
companions, he slipped away from them, as was his 
custom, to seek solitude and to raise his heart to God 
in prayer. As he walked slowly on, he gazed with 
ardent longing toward heaven. Suddenly a beautiful 
youth stood before him, charming beyond description, 
and said to him: “Hail, Edmund, my beloved friend!” 

Not recognizing the youth, Edmund answered in astonishment: 
“How can it be you know me, for I am not acquainted with you.” 
The youth replied: “How is it, Edmund, that I am so very strange 
to you? When in school I am constantly at your side, and 
I accompany you wherever you go. Look upon my brow, and there 
read who I am.” 

Edmund cast a searching glance upon the noble brow of his 
charming companion, and read: “Jesus Nazarenus, Rex Judaeorum — 
Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” The Divine Youth then said: 
“This is My Name. Imprint It deeply upon your heart; love It, and 
devoutly sign your forehead with It each night and morning, for this 
is the Name of salvation. It will be for you and for all who thus 
make use of It, a powerful protection against a sudden death.” 

After these words, the most sweet Jesus vanished from Edmund’s 
sight, but never again from his heart, which glowed with marvelous 
love and devotion. 


A Name Expressive of Every Good 


How dear and lovable is the sacred Name of Jesus to every pious 
soul! The sweet Name of Jesus brings to the reflective mind so many 
holy thoughts. And how comprehensive is this sacred Name! The 
Name of Jesus comprehends in some measure the whole scheme of 
man’s redemption and sanctification. This sweet Name of Jesus 
reminds us of the incarnation, the birth, the life, the Passion and 
Death, the resurrection and the ascension of the Son of God. The 
holy Name of Jesus speaks of the incarnate Son of God in the bosom 
of the Virgin Mary. The sweet Name of Jesus reminds us of the 
love of the Infant Savior in the crib at Bethlehem. The powerful 
Name of Jesus preaches to us the efficacy of the Precious Blood of our 
Savior —the Precious Blood which redeemed the whole world on — 
Calvary’s hill. 
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The holy Name of Jesus comprises still more. The most precious 
treasure on earth is the adorable Sacrifice of the Mass, the sacrifice 
of the Body and Blood of Jesus. In the Mass Jesus is the High Priest, 
and Jesus is the infinite Victim. Holy Communion is the very life 
of our souls, and the very soul of our existence; in Holy Communion 
we receive Jesus. The sacred Name of Jesus therefore reminds us of 
the Blessed Eucharist, which is our strength and consolation in life, 
and our hope and pledge of life everlasting beyond the grave. Jesus 
is our God and Redeemer, Jesus will be our Judge in death, and from 
Jesus we expect the joys of paradise. 

Nor can we forget the Sacred Heart of Jesus, that adorable Heart, 
so Divine, so holy, so full of tender mercy and charity; that most 
compassionate Heart, diffusing upon a wicked world the burning rays 
of light and love. Christians in every land and in every clime daily 
receive new life and new strength from the priceless treasures of 
graces contained in the most adorable and sacred Heart of Jesus. 
The Name of Jesus brings to our mind the Sacred Heart with all its 
blessings; for the Sacred Heart is the Heart of Jesus, the incarnate 
Son of God. 

The Delight of the Saints 

Holy, therefore, and dear is the sacred Name of Jesus. Let the 
saints, who tasted the love of Jesus, speak for us. “Oh, could we 
once pronounce the holy Name of Jesus from our hearts,” writes Saint 
Francis de Sales, “what sweetness would It diffuse in our souls. How 
happy should we be, had we nothing in our understanding or our 
mind but Jesus; nothing in our will but Jesus; nothing in our memory 
but Jesus; nothing in our imagination but Jesus. Jesus would be all 
things to us, and we should be in all things to Him. But alas! I 
cannot express what I mean by pronouncing this holy Name; to speak 
It, or to express It, we ought to have a tongue of fire.” 


St. Bernard writes: “If thou writest, it does not relish me, unless 


I read there Jesus. If thou disputest or holdest a conversation, it does 
not relish me, unless the sound of Jesus be heard there. Jesus is 
honey in the mouth, music to the ear, jubilation to the heart.” 

The Name of Jesus is in truth, the most powerful, the sweetest, 
the most holy and sacred name that the tongues of men or angels 
can pronounce. May all our thoughts, our words and our works 
during this new year bear the seal of this Divine Name. Then it will 
be for us truly a “happy” new year, a year rich in treasures for 
eternity. 

obopope 
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‘‘Ring out the Old, Ring in the New’’ 





AMILIAR to most of us are the above words applied 
to the closing of the old and the opening of the new 
year, when even good Christians feel that they must 
unite in the general New Year’s Eve celebrations. But 
alas, the New Year’s Eve celebrations of the world are 
becoming ever more and more scandalous, and unworthy 
of the occasion they should honor. 

Every New Year’s Day marks the passing of anothér year of time, 
and should be for us an occasion for serious thought. Time is a very 
precious gift of God; its true value will be properly appreciated only 
on our death bed and in eternity. We are each stewards of our own 
time. Against every moment of it is balanced an eternity of weal 
or woe according as we use it well or ill. Therefore, it is most unbe- 
coming that the children of God should spend the hours marking the 
closing of a precious year of time and the opening of another priceless 
cycle of life in palaces of pleasure and often of sin, in company with 
the children of the world and of darkness. Would that our Catholics 
paid heed to the proper way of “ringing out the old and ringing in 
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the new year”! 

The worldlings of our day, who live for this life only, celebrate 
the birth of the New Year in revelry, and often in sin. They gather 
in their meeting places of pleasure, the theatre, the bar room and the 
dance hall, and welcome the New Year as another lease on enjoyment 
and self-indulgence. But true Christians, who understand their voca- 
tion in life, who appreciate the value of time in the light of eternity, 
who realize that each day brings them nearer to the awful day of 
judgment, will gather in the Church of God, before Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. There they will take an inventory of the past year 
by examining their consciences, ask pardon for wasted and perhaps 
misspent days, weeks, even months, resolve with the grace of God to 
use whatever time is still allotted them for His glory and their salva- 
tion, and dedicate and consecrate the New Year to Christ, their King, 
begging His help to use it as they will wish on their death bed to have 
used it. 

The Nocturnal Adoration Society of Omaha, Nebraska, has given 
an example of the ideal Christian way of bidding adieu to the old 
year and welcoming the new. The program followed on last New 
Year’s Eve is typical of that which has been followed for a number 
of years. While thousands of Omaha’s citizens were partaking of a 
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noisy and exuberant New Year’s Eve celebration, a group of nearly 
three hundred Catholic men, members of the Nocturnal Adoration 
Society, were attending a religious “watch service” at the Blessed 
Sacrament Church. The service opened at 10 P.M., when the first 
of eight bands of watchers, representing twenty-two Omaha parishes, 
assembled in the church for a reception service. Fourteen new mem- 
bers were received into the society and the Act of Consecration was 
recited before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed. 

At the beginning of each hour during the entire night, a new group 
of watchers took their places in the church, to keep an hour of loving 
reparation and prayerful petition for the Church, for society and for 
their individual needs. The last group came at 5 A.M. and remained 
for the first Mass which was celebrated at 6 A.M. Surely this was a 
fitting New Year’s Eve celebration, one which is recorded in the annals 
of eternity, and which is worthy of imitation by all Catholics. 

New Year’s Day is one of the great feast days on the calendar 
of the Church, that of the Circumcision of our Divine Lord, when He 
was given the Name which is above all names — that of Jesus, Savior. 
In that blessed Name let us begin the New Year, for it is in that Name 
alone that we can hope to find peace, joy, consolation and salvation. 


oreo 


Explanation of Our Cover Design 


UR cover design for January depicts the Child Jesus as it were emerg- 
O ing from His tabernacle dwelling place. He, the long-promised 

Messiah, the Desired of nations, came to redeem the world, not with 
the might of armies and the strength of navies, but in all the helplessness of 
infancy, as though by this very fact to confound the powerful ones of earth. 
Not amid the flare of trumpets would He effect the salvation of mankind, 
but by His perfect submission to the will of His Heavenly Father which 
demanded of Him the immolation of Himself, as the innocent Victim for the 
sins of the world, This, St. Paul tells us clearly when he places upon the 
lips of the new-born Savior His first utterance addressed to His Heavenly 
Father: “Ecce venio— Behold, I come! in the head of the book it is written 
of me: that I should do Thy will, O God” (Heb. x. 7). Thus did Jesus, 
on His entrance into this world, declare His willingness to fulfil His mission 
as Redeemer. 

The inscription on the cover design may also be taken to have another 
meaning: the longing of the Infant Savior to come into our hearts in Holy 
Communion. It is as though He pleaded with each one of us: ‘Behold, I 
come; I come in the hiddenness and abasement of My Eucharistic life to be 
the nourishment of your soul! Will you not give Me the shelter for which 
I long?” Would that His loving invitation were always re-echoed in our 
own hearts, and that we in turn would exclaim: “Ecce venio! — Behold, I 
come to Thee, my God and Savior; J come to give Thee my heart, my soul, 
my all! I come to do Thy will!” 











Night scene in City Park Stadium during the Eucharistic Congress. 


The Miracle of the Eucharist 


Worthy of being perpetuated in print and pondered often by 
human hearts is the beautiful address on the Holy Eucharist given by 
His Eminence, -George Cardinal Mundelein, Papal Legate to the 
Eucharistic Congress recently held in New Orleans, on the occasion of 
the formal liturgical reception at the opening of the Congress. We 
are therefore reproducing it in this issue, even though some time has 
elapsed since the events of the Congress. 


VERY great honor has come to me when our Holy Father 
has chosen me to preside in his name and as his per- 
sonal legate at this greatest religious ceremony that has 
taken place in this Queen City of our southland. A 
greater honor, even, has come to New Orleans, that our 
Sacramental Lord, the God of the Eucharist, has chosen 
it for His triumphal entry to receive the devout and 
enthusiastic demonstration of its united Catholic popu- 

lation and the guests that have come from other sections of this land. 

A multitude of blessings comes even to those not of our Church, for 

on this occasion the Son of God in the Sacrament of Love-comes out 

of the tabernacle, out into the streets, amidst great crowds of every 
nation and station and creed, that He may scatter His blessings over 
all, — His own, and those, too, of whom He so lovingly spoke, ‘Other 
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sheep have I who are not of this fold; them also I must bring, that 
there may be but one fold and one Shepherd’ (John x. 16). 

“For during these few days we have come from the north, the 
east and the west, we have come, bishops, priests and people, prince 
and pauper, great and humble, old and young, descendants of every 
race and color and clime, Catholics all, we have come here, not to 
discuss learned questions nor economic or political topics, not to show 
our strength or boast of our numbers, we have come for one purpose 
only — to do honor — not privately only as in our parish church or 


ogee . Ls rn) 





A small section of the throngs in attendance at the Eucharistic functions 
during the 8th National Eucharistic Congress in New Orleans. 


convent chapel, but openly, in great gatherings, in inspiring proces- 
sions, with all the glory. and splendor of the age-old liturgy of Holy 
Church, to do honor and reverence to the presence of the God who 
has created us, the God who has redeemed us, the God who will one 
day pass judgment on us, the God whose delight it is to dwell among 
the children of men, in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. 

“Our Catholic Faith teaches us that the reward that awaits the 
just, and the greatest bliss that the saints in heaven enjoy, is the 
Beatific Vision, even as the greatest pain the lost must endure is that 
they can never see God. To see God face to face in heaven, that 
constitutes ‘what God has prepared for those who love Him.’ So great, 
so wonderful, is that happiness, that it is impossible for us even to 
conceive it here below. No man on earth can look upon God's face 
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and live. That has been reserved for the saints and angels in heaven; 
that awaits us only after we have passed through the gates of eternity 
and into the mansions of our Heavenly Father. 

“And yet, so great was God’s love for us that He wanted to be 
with us, actually present in our midst, some place where we could meet 
Him, visit Him, actually talk to Him somehow, that He could bring 
us the strength, the nourishment, the help that we require in our weak- 
ness, our helplessness, our need. And so He instituted a sacrament 
for this purpose. He covered His Divinity under the species of bread, 
like a thin silken white veil, and He buried Himself in the tabernacles 
on our altars, and there like a cloistered prisoner He awaits our coming 
and welcomes our prayers and petitions. There He lives as truly as 
He lived in Judea, as really as He lived and died on the Cross, as 
certainly as He reigns in heaven. Hidden in the little wafer of bread 
lie His Body and Soul, His Divinity and Humanity, His Flesh and 
Blood, a foretaste of the Beatific Vision that awaits us in heaven, 
the miracle of the Eucharist, such as only a God of Divine love could 
conceive and actually call into being. We not only worship His Real 
Presence on our altars and adore Him in His Eucharistic Sacrament 


in our churches, but we actually receive Him in Communion as the: 


Food of our souls, as the nourishment of our spiritual life. 

“On a par with, if not greater than our belief in the Redemption 
of the human race by the Son of God on the Cross is the doctrine of 
the Holy Eucharist; together they form the twin pillars of our Faith, 
the very foundation stone of our religion, the very heart of our belief. 
The one is the gift of God the Father to the human race, the other 
the gift of God the Son to us His children. Of the first, Scripture 
tells us, ‘God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son 
for the life of the world’ (John iii. 16); the other from the lips of 
our Divine Savior, ‘I am the living Bread which came down from 


heaven. If any man eat of this Bread he shall live forever, and — 


the Bread that I will give is My Flesh for the life of the world’ 
(John vi. 51). 

“No wonder, then, that there is nothing we treasure on earth more 
highly than the Presence which lies in the tabernacle, nothing that so 
surpasses all human understanding as this miracle of Divine love that 
prompted the institution of so holy a sacrament which holds here the 
Real Presence of the Son of God. ‘There is no other nation so great 
which has gods so night them, as our God is present to all our petitions’ 
(Deut. iv. 7) says Holy Scripture. 

“Tt is to show our gratitude, to repay in some way the Divine 
love for us, to prove to the world our deep faith in the doctrine of the 
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Real Presence that we do not rest content with leaving our Eucharistic 
Lord as a prisoner in the tabernacle or even as a guest in our hearts, 
but from time to time we organize for Him a triumphal entry or re- 
ception in some large city of the world, we invite our friends and 
neighbors among the faithful to come, and in a body to adore our God 
and King and bear Him through streets and parks and public places, 
high above the heads of the multitudes that line the ways, pay Him 
royal honors, sing His anthems, sound His praises, and at the end 
with bowed heads and on bended knees ask His blessing on ourselves, 
our country and our city, on our friends and neighbors as well. 

“It is just this that has brought us here to New Orleans during 
these fall days. This is the reason for the many preparations, the zeal 
and the labors for many months of the Archbishop of this, one of our 
country’s oldest sees, for the loyal and generous co-operation of his 
priests and people, for the coming here of the thousands from other 
sections and other sees, that all of us, from the Vicar of Christ himself 
down to the least of his children, with deep childlike faith, with hearts 
burning with love of God, with lips moving in praise and voices 
raised in chant, may do honor, devotion and reverence to our God and 
King as He passes by amongst His children, scattering His choicest 
blessings and the graces we need. Let our prayer be that even as we 
honor Him now hidden under the species of bread, He may grant us 
to honor, praise and enjoy Him face to face throughout eternity.” 


| poppe 
In the School of Merciful Love* 








£ 
atin || H, IT is so beautiful to see Jesus in the poor souls, as 
Wy. the Savior. I see these souls wholly deprived of all 
1 exercise of their faculties — completely powerless to 
do anything of themselves. What they do, Jesus must 
do for them. When the poor souls are permitted to 
make their presence known by any sign whatsoever, this 
is already a great grace and a great step forward; then 
they have already emerged from the densest darkness and have drawn 
nearer the light; then they draw Jesus into themselves more and more. 
And so it is Jesus, again, who reveals Himself in the poor souls, who 
pleads for them, who bears their wishes to mankind and makes them 
His own. It is Jesus who begs for prayers, who complains; for, in 
His merciful love He wishes to live wholly for the poor souls. Jesus 
*Taken from the booklet “Das Geheimnis des Fegfeuers,” pub- 
lished by ‘Ars Sacra,’”’ Munich. 
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takes care of them and provides for all their wants. 

I cannot describe how wonderfully this condescension of God 
shines forth in these souls — and they, overpowered by this goodness, 
are aroused to an ever more perfect contrition and self-knowledge. 
By this means their egoism — the corrupt “I” — is burned away and 
gives place to Jesus. And the soul becomes ever more beautiful, the 
more perfectly she dies to herself. Oh, how beautiful, how very beau- 
tiful, these little “perpetual lamps” gradually grow as they consume 
themselves in the oil of merciful love! 

When a poor soul is permitted to speak to me from the flames of 
purgatory, it is Jesus, again, who utters the words. He is the “inter- 
preter” in purgatory. Then I can feel and hear so distinctly that it 
is Jesus who speaks through the poor souls; every word is Jesus... 

When these souls pray for us, it is Jesus who prays in them. 
When we invoke the holy souls, it is Jesus who hears and helps us. 
And when we pray for the poor souls, they are allowed to show us 
gratitude by praying for us. But then again it is Jesus who is grateful 
and who conveys their love to their loved ones. He is the connecting 
link between mankind upon earth and purgatory. He it is who through 
the poor souls blesses and helps us when we pray for them. I know 
that I am expressing myself very poorly on this mystery; but I write 
it as well as I can. Thus it is I see the mystery of purgatory, but oh, 
it is indescribable how wondérfully the goodness and condescension 
of God is here revealed. All the poor souls are so overpowered by 
the goodness of God; for He does so much for them and is always 
with them in their sufferings, and leaves none wholly without conso- 
lation or without Jesus. 

The poor souls must also learn to be grateful. Yes, it is just 
their ingratitude toward God during life that they must now expiate, 
through contrition. Now that they are so happy to have Jesus, they 
realize how often they forgot and neglected Him — how during life 
they thought they did not need His help and wished to do everything 
of themselves. Had they recognized their misery and their short- 
comings, how they would have made use of the good God during life, 
and how grateful they would have been for having Him. 

Ingratitude toward God is usually linked with ingratitude toward 
men. So often God helps through human beings — and how often 
He meets with ingratitude in so doing! And this, too, often entails 
great sins, which must be expiated. As soon as the poor souls have 
advanced to a great, penetrating gratitude, they are approaching close 
to heaven. Then they are permitted to pray the more — or rather, 
Jesus prays the more through them — for all whom they have wounded 
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by ingratitude and discontent.. I was once permitted to see a great 
stream of blessings and graces flowing through the petitions issuing 
from a soul in purgatory upon a child of God on earth, whose heart 
had been oppressed and wounded by this soul’s ingratitude. And thus 
the soul was permitted to atone for its ingratitude upon earth, by 
prayer, contrition, and a belated desire to show gratitude. 

Jesus renders every service to the poor souls as soon as they 
acknowledge everything and are sorry for everything. Then He hastens 
to earth and repairs by graces and blessings all that the soul has to 
repair. And thus He calms the soul until everything is in order, and 
then comes the wonderful hour of admittance into heaven, when the 
soul but commences to thank God for all eternity. For God observes 
order also with souls — a marvelous order. Everything must be ac- 
cording’*to His laws, so that the beauty and perfection of God may 
not be wanting in anything. Just as He has established order in every 
little plant and flower, so too in souls. He is an exact, perfect God, 
and therefore nothing imperfect can enter into heaven. He is most 
desirous that we, too, should be minutely exact in keeping order in 
our souls and preserving spiritual purity. 

To keep order in our souls, we must acknowledge our faults again 
and again and be sorry for them, and desire to repair everything to 
the smallest detail. And we must also consult God about the good we 
do; and be persevering in the prayer that we may have the grace to 
recognize and discard everything that is not right. Then order will 
always reign in our souls, and our souls will always be newly purified. 
Just as outwardly we must love order and cleanliness, so we should 
love it still more inwardly. 

We dare not tolerate any negligence in ourselves. We should 
be ever conscious of our task for eternity and use our life wholly for 
God and for the fulfilment of our duty. Every moment of our life 
should be used to advantage, so that nothing may be lost for God. If 
we have a good intention in everything, our life will not be hollow; 
then even what is earthly and apparently worthless becomes valuable. 
There is many a thing, worthless in itself, which we can render valu- 
able by a good purpose and a pure intention. Then Jesus is satisfied 
with us, even though we have to engage in many worldly activities. 
Yes, a lay person may often be holier than a religious; if only he has 
not lost sight of eternal values, he is close to heaven even while still 
on earth. 


Remark — Here we wish to remark that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the years 1634 and 
1641, in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only 
human credence. 
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One of God’s Joy-Bearers 
(Sister Mary Fortunata Viti,* O.S.B.) 


Continued 





T WAS an open secret in the convent of Veroli that the 
prayers of Sister Mary Fortunata possessed a special 
power. The secret of this power lay no doubt in her 
close union with God and her unreserved surrender to 
His Divine will. The companions of the Servant of 
God availed themselves of this fact by recommending 
their various needs and intentions to her prayers. And 
the report of the favors received spread even beyond the 

convent walls, so that many persons from outside also recommended 

their petitions to her. Not seldom it happened that God not only 
heard the prayers of His faithful servant, but also granted her a special 
insight into the needs and difficulties which had been recommended 
to her prayers. Naturally, Sister Mary Fortunata employed her in- 
tercession also in behalf of her own convent, which was very dear to 
her. For some years the community was distressed because so few 
persons applied for admission. Recourse was had to Sister Fortunata, 
with the injunction that she implore God to send some good postulants. 

The Servant of God set herself to her task, and repeatedly assured the 

Sisters: “The places in choir will always be filled in the future.” And 

indeed it was not long before the first candidates presented themselves. 

From that time forward there was no more cause for complaint on 

the score of scarcity of vocations; rather, the difficulty lay in finding 
room for all who applied. 

One of the religious of Santa Maria who is still alive relates that 
one day shortly after her entrance into the*convent the Servant of God 
called her aside and said to her: “This is the place God wishes you 
to be. There are many graces prepared for you, provided you are 
faithful to your calling. However, you will have to suffer much, for 
paradise is gained only by those who deny themselves and follow 
Christ.” 

Many incidents could be related which show that the Servant of 
God also possessed the gift of reading the secrets of hearts. By this 
means she was able to impart strength and consolation to many of her 
companion Sisters in their trials and temptations. She also had a 
knowledge of future events, which she employed on many occasions 
in affairs which were recommended to her prayers. 


*Sister Mary Fortunata died in the odor of sanctity on November 
20, 1922. The cause of her beatification is now being advanced. 
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A very striking incident which occurred in the year 1910, when 
Sister Mary Fortunata was already eighty-four years old, reveals how 
pleasing to God was her childlike trust and simplicity. Electric lights 
were being installed in the little convent. Sister Mary Fortunata, 
deeply impressed by the mysterious forces of nature which produced 
so marvelous a light, began to wonder whether it might not in some 
way be bound up with the delusions of the devil. She revealed her 
doubts to her confessor, who explained the force of electricity to her 
and quieted her fears. The good Sister rejoiced when she learned that 
the wisdom of God had placed such marvelous powers in nature. In 
accordance with the recommendation of her confessor, she determined 
to honor in this light the greatness of God. On her way to her cell, 
her eyes fell upon an electric light bulb in the hall outside the dormi- 
tory of the Sisters. The words of her confessor came to her mind, and 
with childlike faith she exclaimed: “Light of God, I greet thee!” At 
the same moment the bulb became illuminated, although no one had 
turned on the switch; in fact, at that hour of the morning the current 
had not yet been connected in the convent. A Sister who witnessed 
the phenomenon investigated to see whether the lights would burn in 
any other part of the house; and to make certain, she went to the Sister 
in charge and asked her whether the “electric current had been turned 
on. But it was found that it had not, and this was the only light which 
would burn. The light remained for about ten minutes, and was seen 
by a number of the lay Sisters. All were convinced that by this occur- 
rence Our Lord had given a sign of His good pleasure in the childlike 
faith of the Servant of God and had wished openly to reward her trust. 

To be continued 
Favors Received through Sr. M. Fortunata 


St. Cloud, Minn. 8-21-38: “I wish to express my heartfelt thanks 
for help received through the intercession of Sister Mary Fortunata 
Viti. Last month I had very severe pains in my ankle, for which I had 
to be taken to the hospital. The X-ray showed pus in the bone of the 
: ankle, so the doctor said he would have to make an incision and scrape 
the bone. Upon hearing this I took refuge to Sister M. Fortunata. 
Thanks to her prayers in my behalf, the pain is just about gone and 
no operation had to be performed.” Sister M. M. 
Maplewood, N. J. 8-19-38: “We prayed to Sister Mary Fortunata, 
asking that my daughter would get a good position; also for a good 
tenant, and that my husband would get work at his own trade. My 
daughter finished high school in June, and started to work the day ‘ 
after her 17th birthday. We had a ‘For rent’ sign on our house only 
a half day, when an old neighbor whom we had not seen for years came 
and asked if she could rent our flat. And since I have been praying P 
to Sister Mary Fortunata my husband has worked more days at his 6 
trade than he has in six or eight months.” Mrs. J.S. 

















Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 


FourtH ARTICLE 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 





iy i. Continued 
’ 


PON regaining Bethany that Tuesday evening with His 
disciples, Jesus seemed more than ever steeped and 
absorbed in thoughts of His approaching death. Events 
were about to take a suddén turn. The multitudes who 
had at first welcomed Him with loud acclamations, in 
the hope of seeing at last the great signs which were 
looked for to herald the dawn of the Messianic era, 
were growing discouraged. They could not understand 
a kingdom of God established in lowliness and perse- 
cution. The “Hosanna” expired upon the lips of the disappointed 
patriots; an indignant chorus of blasphemy rose from the party of the 
Pharisees; the hierarchy was eager to make an end of the troublesome 
and disquieting agitation by one energetic but prudent blow. 

The High Council, having held another meeting under the presi- 
dency of Caiphas, had reached the determination to seize upon Jesus 
by stratagem and put Him to death; but all were of opinion that the 
execution of this plan should be delayed till after the impending festival 
of the Passover, to avoid exciting a tumult. God, however, had His 
own designs; in His eternal councils the day and the hour of the 
Sacrifice of His Divine Son had been fixed from all eternity. There 
was no need, therefore, of stratagem, on the part of the enemies of 
Christ; Divine Providence would in its own time deliver the Divine 
Victim into their hands. 

For some time, a terrible conflict had been raging in the soul of 
one of the twelve apostles. On this very day, when the disciples were 
pressing the more closely around their Master, their souls darkened 
by the thought of His death, Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, the 
man who had been entrusted with the scanty purse of the little com- 
munity, was planning to betray his Master. Great, indeed, is the 
mystery of the iniquity buried in the conscience of this faithless apos- 
tle. Throughout the years of His intimacy with Jesus, the traitor 
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must have been hardening himself more and more against the spirit 
of his Master. While the faithful disciples were being raised to a 
higher life, growing gentler, transforming themselves by casting off 
the errors, vices and faults of their nature, race and religion, while 
they were entering by degrees into the kingdom of God through faith, 
docility, humility, and disregard of all earthly things, he, the false 
| apostle, growing stubborn and hardened, must have become more and 
more degraded by his avarice and his worldly ambitions. Outwardly, 
he appeared to share in the generous feelings of his companions, but 
in reality he only sought after his own wretched interests. In his 
dealings with Jesus, he must, therefore, have been compelled to have 
constant recourse to hypocrisy. 

But Jesus saw into the traitor’s heart. His Divine omniscience 
fathomed the depth of wickedness to which Judas was sinking and saw 
the ever-increasing hold which Satan was gaining upon him. ‘Have I 
not chosen you twelve,’’ He said to the apostles, on the occasion of St. 
Peter’s glorious confession of His Divinity, ‘‘and one of you is a devil?” 
(John vi. 71.) Yet, notwithstanding His knowledge of His disciple’s 
treachery, Jesus treated Judas with utmost consideration and kindness. 
Again and again He endeavored to touch the traitor’s hardened heart 
and to divert him from his evil purpose, but all to no avail. 

In view of the decision reached by the High Council, the time now 
seemed opportune for Judas to carry out his shameful design. He went 
to the chief priests, therefore, and said: ‘“‘What will you give me, and 
I will deliver Him unto you?” (Matt: xxvi. 15.) The Sanhedrin, de- 
lighted over this unforeseen project for the furtherance of its plans, 
offered him thirty pieces of silver, the price of a slave (equivalent to 
about eighteen dollars of our money). And Judas, for this paltry 
sum, agreed to deliver His Divine Lord and Master into their hands. 
The shamefulness of his deed was heightened by the fact that he was 
one of the Savior’s own apostles — a fact which is stressed by each of 
the evangelists. 

While Judas was in Jerusalem busying himself with the betrayal, 
and the Sanhedrin was deliberating and plotting His destruction, Jesus, 
in His peaceful retirement at Bethany was preparing His faithful dis- 
ciples for His impending death. There, hidden from His enemies, He 
passed Wednesday in solitude, awaiting with calm majesty the time 
: for the fulfilment of His Divine mission. By the inscrutable decrees 
of Divine Providence, His enemies themselves were to be the instru- 
ments in carrying out the counsels of God. Though they imagined 
they were but gratifying their own implacable hatred, they were in 
reality accomplishing the designs of God. Divine Wisdom had ordained 
that the typical sacrifice — the Paschal lamb — and the actual Sacri- 
fice — the Lamb: of God — were to be intimately connected, and Our 
Savior well knew how this was to be brought about. 


The Last Paschal Supper 

Thursday dawned, ushering in the Passover, which was the chief 
feast of the Jews. This feast commemorated the mysterious passage 
of Jehovah in that terrible night during the captivity of the chosen 
people, in. which the destroying angel smote all the first-born sons of 
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Egypt and spared the Hebrews whose door-posts had been sprinkled 
with the blood of the lamb. For this feast, the law required that a 
lamb without blemish be slain in each household and prepared and 
eaten according to certain prescriptions, together with unleavened 
bread, wild lettuce, herbs, and wine. All Jerusalem was astir with 
preparations for the feast, and in every house the banquet-chamber 
was being prepared for the evening meal. 

Seeing that the time was at hand, the disciples approached Jesus 
and asked if He wished them to go and prepare the Pasch. Jesus 
appointed Peter and John, telling them to go into the city, at the 
entrance of which they would meet a certain man carrying a pitcher 
of water; of this man they were to ask leave to prepare the Paschal 
supper in his guest chamber. How resplendently Our Savior’s love of 
poverty is here again revealed! He was about to bequeath to the 
world His greatest gift of love, yet He had no house, no room of His 
own, in which to accomplish this sublime miracle. He must appeal to 
the charity of men for every great thing He does for the good of the 
world. How touchingly He asked the host to grant Him admittance to 
his house, in order that He might institute the Mystery which was to 
be such a blessing to the world! He had had no cradle, and was to 
have no grave of His own; and now He had no church in which to 
institute and deposit the chief of His sacraments. 

Happy to be chosen by the Master for this important task, the two 
disciples hastened to the city, where they found everything as Jesus 
had foretold. The yearling lamb without blemish required by law was 
chosen by them and slaughtered at the Temple by the hand of the 
priest; then spitted upon two pieces of pomegranate wood in the form 
of a cross and roasted in a draught furnace. The unleavened bread 
was baked and the wine brought and poured out into jars. Doubtless 
the banquet-chamber had been adorned with carpets and hangings, 
and arranged in all its details according to custom. A single low table 
usually stood in the centre of the room, on which were placed the 
lamb, the unleavened bread, and the cup of wine which the guests 
passed from one to another. All around the table, in a half circle, 
couches were arranged, upon which the guests reclined, resting on 
their left side and keeping their right hand free. 

When evening came, Jesus left Bethany with the other disciples 
and came to the supper room. At the hour appointed for the feast, 
they sat down at table, Jesus occupying the position of the head of the 
family, with Peter behind Him, at His left, and John before Him, at 
His right. Thus by leaning back a little, the beloved disciple could 
rest his head upon the bosom of Jesus —a privilege of which he lov- 
ingly availed himself. Judas also was among the twelve, and must 
have been placed quite near Jesus, judging from the events which 
afterwards followed. 

Seeing Himself surrounded by His followers on this solemn occa- 
sion, Jesus gave utterance to these words, in which profound joy and 
grief were mingled: ‘‘With desire I have desired to eat this Pasch with 
you before I suffer: for I say to you, that from this time I will not eat 
it till it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God’’ (Luke xxii. 15, 16). He 
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was moved and saddened by the thought that this Passover was to be 
the last; but He had kept a supreme token of His love against this 
hour, and He thrilled with joy at the thought of what He was about 
to reveal and to do. 

During the course of the meal, a dispute arose among the apostles 
as to which of them should be the greater in the kingdom which the 
Master was about to establish. Jesus gave them a significant answer 
by a profound act of self-abasement. Arising from table, He girded 
Himself with a towel, took a basin of water, and proceeded to wash His 
disciples’ feet, kneeling before each one, as He did so, in an attitude 
of loving condescension. That this lesson produced its desired effect 
we can readily imagine. And, truly, the angels of heaven must have 
gazed in adoring awe at this amazing spectacle. St. John, in relating 
the occurrence, seems scarcely able to find words sufficiently expressive 
of the boundless humility and overflowing charity of his beloved 
Master. He employs two significant phrases, calculated to bring into 
relief these sublime virtues. ‘“‘And when supper was done, (the devil 
having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to 
betray Him), knowing that the Father had given Him all things into 
His hands, and that He came from God, and goeth to God; He riseth 
from supper, and layeth aside His garments, and having taken a towel, 
girded Himself. After that, He putteth water into a basin, and began 
to wash the feet of the disciples, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith He was girded’”’ (xiii. 2-5). 

The beloved disciple means to say that although Jesus knew that 
in the intimate circle of His disciples there was one who had grown 
faithless, and who was even now awaiting the opportune moment to 
deliver Him into the hands of His enemies, nevertheless in His astound- 
ing forbearance .and love He deigned also to wash that disciple’s feet. 
And although He was fully conscious of His Divine dignity and infinite 
majesty, He did not disdain to render to His unworthy servants the 
menial services of a slave. 

Jesus wished, by this most touching and significant act, to impress 
upon His disciples for the last time the lesson He had so painstakingly 
inculeated during the years of His public ministry —- namely, the 
fundamental importance of the virtues of humility and meekness, 
self-abasement and charity in those who would exercise superiority in 
His kingdom, the Church. “He that is the greatest among you shall 
be your servant,” He had said (Matt. xxii. 11). But He had also an- 
other object lesson in mind: He wished, by this outward purification, 
to symbolize the interior purification of His apostles in preparation 
for the reception of His most holy Body and Blood, and to impress 
upon them as well as upon all future generations that only those may 
venture to approach this mysterious grace-giving Banquet whose souls 
have been made clean by the waters of penance. 

Peter, with touching simplicity, protested against this humiliation 
on the part of his Master; and then, with equally touching faith, 
offered his whole-hearted consent when he learned its significance. 
Here, as on other occasions, he probably acted as spokesman for all 
the apostles, and in expressing his own sentiments, also expressed 
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theirs. The Venerable Anna Catherine Emmerich tells us that when 
Jesus washed Judas’ feet He did so in a most touching and loving 
manner. He pressed His cheek against them, and in a low tone bade 
Judas enter into himself, and to reflect upon what he was contemplat- 
ing. But Judas appeared not to notice, and turned away. Thus for 
the last time he rejected grace and deliberately set himself in the way 
of eternal perdition. To be continued 


aoe 
A Beggar for Love 


Continued 


Jesus Speaking to the Soul 


HE intense love for Me which you will receive by prac- 

ticing devotion to My Sacred Heart will give you 
strength to be kind to your enemies and charitable to 
all who are poor in body or spirit. Remember that you 
are an apostle of My Heart; therefore, you must act 
as a model. Especially must you give good example, 
never losing confidence even in the darkest hour of 
trial, for I will carry the heaviest part of your cross if you will ask 
Me. Always be resigned to what I send you. Remember that nothing 
happens to you all day long, not so much as the falling of a single 
hair from your head, unless I have willed or permitted it; and in My 
love I use all for your benefit, even your sins when you ask forgiveness. 
Beg daily for the grace and the strength to praise, adore, welcome 
and thank My holy will in every moment of life, and especially at the 
hour of death. Your sufferings will be borne more easily if you unite 
them with those of My Passion and offer them for the salvation of 
souls. 

My child, / thirst for souls. I want men and women, boys and 
girls to love Me. Won’t you try to bring many souls to Me? I love 
them so much! And I have proved My love by suffering. I suffered 
so that they would be forgiven for what they had done to Me! With 
the crown of thorns I suffered for all intellectual pride, for all sins 
of impurity that were committed by thought; — indeed, for all sins, 
since all begin by thought. The thorns pierced My sacred brow; the 
Blood streamed into My hair and down My sacred Face into My eyes. 
My Face and head were covered with Blood. I was beyond recognition. 

And why? For all the sins that have been committed by My 
people through the eyes, the ears, the nose, the mouth, the hands. I 
shed my last drop of Blood, and I let My Heart be pierced — the 
organ of My great love — to provide an opening for all My children 
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to enter therein. Lead many children to My Heart. You can do so 
by having My reception as the King and Guest celebrated in all homes 
in which you have influence. Lead little children to My love! 

Encourage families to pay Me frequent visits in the Blessed Sac- 
rament. If the time permits them to do so, encourage them to give 
Me one hour every day, every week, or every month. If you wish to 
love Me intensely, endeavor to establish, in as many homes as you 
possibly can, but especially in your own, the Holy Hour of Reparation 
either during the day or the night. Encourage lives of reparation and 
try to lead many souls to become victims of love for Me. 


The Soul 


O Jesus, I always thought it was very hard to be good, but You 
make it easy. It is so easy to love You! A child can love You. The 
sick, the poor, the unfortunate, the greatest sinner, may come to You 
and claim You as King, and as dearest Friend! How can.I ever 
offend You again! 

O merciful Lover, how can You show such mercy to such as Me? 
It is because You have suffered so much in Your effort to gain my love 
that You forgive and forget all my offences. From now on, I will 
endeavor to bring back to You, by prayer, suffering, example and 
counsel, all the souls whom I have been instrumental in drawing away 
from You. Jesus, give me strength to suffer cheerfully and silently 
out of pure love for You and as satisfaction for my past sins; then 
send me whatever suffering You desire. You are so good, dear Jesus, 
in permitting me to suffer, so that I may atone for all the wrong I 
have done in the past. My Jesus, if it be Your will, let me become 
a Victim of Love, so that I may give You souls. Please use me as 
an instrument by which You may reign in all hearts and homes; make 
me a true apostle and soldier of Your Sacred Heart. 


Jesus 


Let those who are ill, those who suffer, those whose hearts are 
breaking under the Cross, listen to the words of life, of comfort’ and 
of hope that I address to them in the name and for the glory of My 
Sacred Heart. 

The world is going astray along a path of unbridled sensuality. 
You who are suffering and ill can stop thousands of souls on this 
downward path; you can rescue sinners and be apostles in your pain 
and weariness, You can purify, make reparation and save souls by 
offering your sufferings as an apostolate of love. 

Vanity, frivolity, forgetfulness of God and outrages against His 
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law daily place souls in danger of hell. In pity for Me, I beg you 
who are in anguish of soul to give your family troubles, your sorrows 
and mental anguish all to Me. 

Priests and religious need help in their sublime mission; you, 
whose hearts are torn with sorrow and trouble of every kind, you 
who are misunderstood, you who are in mourning, orphans, do not 
waste your treasure of bitterness, do not waste your precious tears — 
perhaps a father, a husband, a brother, a son or a daughter is in 
danger of eternal death. Offer your sufferings in the chalice of Mary’s 
Heart to Me who thirst for souls. 

Oh, you who suffer, do not forget that sorrow sanctified by love 
becomes the holiest of missions, the most persuasive of sermons, the 
most fruitful of apostolates. Preach the social reign of the Heart of 
Jesus even while you are nailed to the cross. You have been redeemed 
by the Cross; therefore, you must co-operate in the salvation of souls. 
You can be, and I desire you to be, an apostle by your sufferings. 

Tears shed without love are wasted and embitter the soul. To 
weep with love consoles, sanctifies and redeems. No one is nearer 
the Crucified King than the friends He crucifies in His mercy. Hasten 
to open heaven to many souls and to your own soul; glorify the Heart 
of Jesus by this supreme proof of love. Extend My reign by the 
wonderful fruitfulness of this apostolate which is within the reach 
of all. 

You can exercise this apostolate by offering every day and if 
possible many times a day, sufferings, disappointments, contradic- 
tions, etc., so as to increase the treasures of the apostolate, which is 
to purchase souls and families for the glory of the Heart of Jesus, 
reciting this act of oblation with great love: — 

Heart of Jesus, through the Immaculate and sorrowful 

Heart of Mary, I offer Thee the treasure of all my physical 

and mental sufferings, and I praise and thank Thee, O King 

of Love, in all my sorrows, asking in exchange the extension 

of Thy Social Reign. 


May Thy Kingdom come by Thy Cross and by my crosses. 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy Kingdom come! 


By suffering borne with love and peace of soul, I 
promise to become an apostle of Thy Sacred Heart. I unite 
all my sufferings to Thy Blood and Thy Cross, so that Thou 
mayest reign, especially by the enthronement of Thy Sacred 


Heart in families. 
To be continued 
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The Guard of Honor of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Mary 


(1) What is the Guard of Honor? 


T IS a well-known, yet striking fact that in every critical 
period of Christian civilization, devotion to Our Lady 
providentially takes on new fervor and new forms. 

The Guard of Honor is a pious Union or Association 
of zealous souls, approved by Pope Pius XI on August 
7th, 1931 and enriched with many indulgences. Bishops 
have earnestly recommended it, because it inspires their 
flock to live truly apostolic lives of prayer and labor 
for our Divine Lord. Many prominent members in 

‘Church and State are already enrolled as Guards of Our Blessed Lady. 





(2) The Object of the Guard of Honor 


The chief object of the Guard of Honor is to increase devotion 
to Our Blessed Mother. However, members are not content simply 
to venerate Mary, they give evidence of the sincerity of their zeal by 
following her example in performing all their daily duties in the name 
and for the intentions of mankind. In doing this they practice charity, 
the noblest profession of the Christian apostolate. Propagation of the 
Guard of Honor will inflame the souls of men with charity, and this 
flame will inspire renewed activity in apostolic living. Then, when the 
interior life of man has thus been renewed and made purposeful, the 
final victory of Christianity over the powers of darkness will be 
hastened. 

The motive of saving souls is fruitfully promoted by the ‘Hour 
of Charity,’’ an hour offered for the intentions of various groups, such 
as the clergy, youth, infidels, heretics, and for the conversion of sinners. 

The Guards of Honor shall fix an hour, during which it is their 
intention to keep guard every day in spirit to honor Mary. To do this 
it is not necessary that they interrupt their ordinary work. 


(3) The Importance of the Guard of Honor 


“In times of public disaster, in the midst of all the storms raised 
against the Catholic Church, it has been her habit to flee to Mary’s 
protection as to an assured harbor of refuge, and the Church avows 
that it is chiefly by Mary’s aid that all heresies have been extirpated 
in every part of the world.’’ — Benedict XIV. The greatest helper in 
the work of saving souls is Mary, the Queen of Apostles. For this 
reason the Guards of the most Sacred Heart of Mary strive to co-operate 
with her in this Divine work, and thus to contribute largely to the 
salvation of countless souls. The Supreme Authority of the Church 
recognized the importance of the Guard of Honor by appointing 
Cardinal Pacelli as its Protector, and His Eminence has graciously 
accepted this Office. 
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(4) The Advantages One Gains as a Member of the 
Guard of Honor 


Members who follow as closely as possible all that is required for 
membership, help to increase the glory of Mary and contribute towards 
the salvation of countless souls. However, it should be clearly under- 
stood that no sin is committed if any point is omitted. 

A great personal advantage is gained through the love and 
assistance of Mary. Inspired by her love and strengthened by her 
assistance each member will increase daily in virtue, and countless 
merits will be their everlasting reward. ‘‘He that shall find me shall 
find life, and shall have salvation from the Lord” (Prov. viii. 35). 

Therefore, become a member of this great Association, so that 
you may help rejoice the loving Heart of Mary, and endeavor to gain 
other souls for her Guard. 


NOTE: Persons wishing to be enrolled as members of the Guard of 

Honor are referred to the address given below. An alms of 
65¢ is required to cover the cost of the handbook, “Little Manual,’’ 
for the members of the Association of the Guard of Honor, membership 
certificate, medal, and enrollment (available both in English and in 
German). Please do not send money in coins, as it is unsafe. Stamps 
may be sent for single copies. Kindly state hour chosen for the Guard 


of Honor. Rev. Fr. Irenaeus, O. F. M., Director 
135 West 3ist Street, New York City, N. Y. 
pepe 


Little Peter’s Sacrifice 


ITTLE Peter had received many expensive and beautiful 
presents on Christmas Day, for Peter was a rich boy who 
lived in a very large house on the outskirts of a great 
city. The nursery was full of the most lovely things. 
They had been arranged and re-arranged by their little 
owner in every sort of order, but, no matter what new 
arrangement was made, the place of honor was always 
given to a small brown woolly rabbit. It was Peter’s 

favorite toy, and he loved it with all his heart. 

Peter was indeed a happy little boy, and very intelligent for his 
age; his parents had watched over their treasure from his infancy, 
that he should be, above all else, a good Catholic. In the private 
chapel belonging to their home, Peter learned from his mother of the 
hidden Presence of our dear Lord behind the little golden door upon 
the altar, and of the great love that keeps Him a prisoner there. She 
told him, too, of the wonderful little boys and girls who had become 
great saints because of their love for Our Lord. Peter would listen 
until his own heart burned with desire to be like them, and to do great 
things for God. 

On this Christmas Day, when Peter grew tired of playing with 
his many new toys, his mother drew him upon her knee and told him 
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again the story of the Babe of Bethlehem: how the little King Jesus 
hid His royalty and came down from heaven, was born in a stable and 
laid in a manger; how the cold wind swept in and around the rocky 
cave, and dear Mother Mary tried to shield her Baby from the bitter 
blast. “And, little Peter,”’ his mother continued, “the Divine Child 
Was very poor and had no warm clothes, nor beautiful toys; He 
suffered all this because He loves you, and wants you to be like Him.”’ 

When the story ended, the mother felt two big tears fall on her 
hand. Peter was crying! ‘‘Mother, dear,” he sobbed, clasping his 
chubby little hands in real sorrow, ‘‘give the little Jesus my bed — 
I can sleep somewhere else tonight, and -—— and my toys, Mother — give 
Him all my toys, they will make Him happy. Please send them to 
Him tonight. I-—TI love the Baby Jesus; don’t let Him be cold or 
sorry any more,— give Him all my toys and make Him happy.” 

Little Peter’s grief at the sufferings of the Baby Jesus brought 
tears also to the mother’s eyes. In order to comfort him, she told 
Peter that little Jesus had gone to heaven, but that there were many 
very poor children — the special friends of the Child Jesus — and that 
anything he gave to them would please Little Jesus as much as though 
it were given to Him. 


Qualms of Conscience 


Then Peter brought his toys, making many trips to and from the 
nursery, and placed them at his mother’s feet. “Yes,” she thought, 
“Peter is very generous — he has brought everything — everything 
except the little brown rabbit.’ 

When Peter had made his last trip from the nursery, he looked 
anxiously up into his mother’s eyes. “Will they do, Mother? Will 
the Little Jesus be pleased with my presents?’”’ His mother assured 
him that the Infant Jesus would clap His little hands with joy when 
He saw them. 

Poor little Peter! He tried to be quite happy about it — but he 
knew that hidden away in a corner of the cupboard in his nursery 
was a certain white box, and inside that box was the little brown 
woolly rabbit. The thought gave Peter a queer little ache in his heart. 
Yes, it was true, he had kept something back for himself that he might 
have given to the Infant Jesus. But surely, he thought, the Infant 
Jesus would not care for that brown woolly rabbit, when Peter loved 
it so much. 


Another “Penitent Peter’”’ 


That night, as a special Christmas privilege, Peter was allowed 
to stay up for night prayers which the family recited together in the 
chapel. A Jesuit Father who was staying at the house for a few days 
said the prayers. Beside him knelt little Peter. During the examina- 
tion of conscience the child slipped quietly out of the chapel. In a 
few minutes he was back at the priest’s side. What could it all mean? 
Peter, happy little Peter, was crying as if his heart would break! And 
what was the dark woolly thing he was pushing under the priest’s arm? 
The priest bent down and said quietly: ‘““‘What is the matter, Peter? 
What is this you are giving to me?” 
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“Father,’’ sobbed the child, “‘take it——- my little brown bunny. 
I —I kept it from Him because I loved it so much. I am sorry. Tell 
Baby Jesus, and —and give it to Him with my love.” 

Little Peter was happy now, although the tears still fell and sobs 
shook his tiny body. Then, when prayers were over, he rushed to his 
father and mother, to tell them that he had sacrificed his precious 
brown bunny for love of the Child Jesus. Tears filled the eyes of those 
who listened to him, but soon little Peter was skipping round the 
room, joyful and happy at having given ‘all he possessed,’ — his all 
to Jesus. 

choo 


Little Lovers’ League 


UR very best and prayerful wishes for a bright and. 
happy New Year come to each one of you through the 
hands of the Child Jesus. May you keep your souls. 
pure and holy for Him, so that He may ever delight to 
come to you in Holy Communion and fill your hearts 
with His love! 

January is the month of the Holy Childhood, and 
on the 2d day of the month we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Name 
of Jesus. This should remind us always to pronounce that blessed’ 
Name with great reverence, and be very careful not to imitate those- 
who use the Holy Name in a bad way. 

On the 21st of January, we celebrate the feast of dear St. Agnes, 
that little girl-saint, who was so pure and holy. Even as a little child, 
she could not bear to listen to words or stories which were not good 
and modest. She would run away quickly if she heard anyone use 
such words. Should it ever happen that bad children want to tell you 
something which you know your mother or father would not want you 
to hear, go away from them quickly. Do not listen, and have nothing 
to do with such children. We must all try to keep our hearts and 
souls pure and lovely for Jesus, for then only does He rejoice to come 
to us and give us His graces and blessings. 





Practice: During this month, watch yourselves to be very modest, 
especially when you arise in the morning and when going to bed in 
the evening. In honor of the dear Child Jesus, do not listen to words 
or stories that are hurtful to purity, and if you have done so, be sure 
to tell Him at once that you are sorry and will not do it again. We 
are giving you as your aspiration some very beautiful ejaculations 
to the Child Jesus; we hope you will learn them and recite them often. 


If any Little Lovers know of a practice which they think would 
be nice for February, won’t you please write and tell us about it? 
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Aspiration: 


Child Jesus, on Thy Mother’s knee, help me, a little 
child. 

Child Jesus, smiling and gentle, help me, a poor 
little child. : 

Child Jesus, innocent and holy, help me, a poor 
little child. 

Child Jesus, sweet and obedient, help me, a poor 
little child. 

Most pure Child Jesus, love me. 

Most loving Child Jesus, love me. 

Child Jesus, who didst never speak an untrue 
word, make me truthful. 


Your Contest 


About eighty children sent answers to this month’s contest. All 
did very well in telling us about the two brothers, fishermen, whom 
Our Lord called to be His Apostles, St. Peter and St. Andrew. 

We are sorry that more schools did not take part in the contest. 
Our dear little friends from Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, 
Minnesota, and Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland, are 
always very faithful. We would be happy to see more schools follow 
their fine example. A cordial welcome is extended to the pupils of 
St. Colman’s School, Turtle Creek, and the Sunday School Class of 
Pitcairn, Pennsylvania; also to those of Notre Dame Academy, Toledo, 
Ohio, who have just entered the Little Lovers’ League. The latter are 
going to write and tell us how they carry on the League activities in 
their school; perhaps next month we can tell you all about it. We 
hope some of these new Little Lovers will enter the contests regularly, 
so that we can get to know them better. 

The prize winners this month are as follows. In the group over 
twelve years, first prizes go to George Courteau, age 13 and Corinne 
Kennedy, age 12, both of Our Lady of Angels Academy. Here is what 
George wrote about the two Apostles: — 


St. Peter and St. Andrew were the brothers who were the first 
to be chosen by Christ and to whom He said: ‘‘Come and follow Me.’’ 
After Our Lord’s ascension, Andrew preached in Asia Minor and 
Greece. On November 30, he was martyred. This is the day on which 
his feast is kept. He died at Patria in the year 63 A.D. on a cross 
in the form of an X. For two whole days the martyr remained hanging 
on his cross alive, preaching as it were with outstretched arms like his 
Master from the throne of truth, to all who came near him. 

If we are anxious to do good to others we must keep close to the 
Cross of Christ as did St. Andrew. His body rests since 1710 in the 
Cathedral of Amalfi. He is honored as the patron of Russia and Scot- 
land. Some of his relics were taken to Scotland in the 6th century. 
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His name is mentioned twice in the Canon of the Mass. 

The incident of the denial of Jesus by Peter, to me appears a very 
striking event in the life of this great Apostle of Faith, for at the 
moment Jesus was led through the hall, He turned His head and looked 
kindly at Peter who then remembered what Christ had said to him in 
the early part of the evening: ‘Before the cock crows thrice, Peter, thou 
shalt deny Me thrice.”” Then Peter went out and wept bitterly. This 
is to show that no matter how scarlet one’s sins may be, God is always 
ready to forgive and forget. 

The festival of this great martyr and Apostle of the Faith is kept 
on June 29th. The love of St. Peter for Christ was so great that he 
suffered martyrdom on the same instrument as His Master — the cross, 
excepting that St. Peter was crucified with his head downward, because 
he did not consider himself worthy to be crucified in the same manner 
as was Christ. 


Here is Corinne’s excellent letter: — 

In the year 64, a great fire broke out in Rome. It started in the 
Jewish quarter near the Circus Maximus, and soon the whole city was 
threatened with destruction. Nero, who was Emperor at the time, 
laid the blame upon the Christians. 

Immediately the fury of the populace was aroused. They de- 
manded that the Christians be persecuted. When the persecution 
broke out, St. Peter was in the East. He went to Corinth and traveled 
to Rome to strengthen and encourage the Christians. It was not long 
before he was condemned to death in the year 67. According to tra- 
dition, he was crucified at the foot of the Vatican Hill with his head 
downward, because he considered himself unworthy to die in the same 
manner as Our Lord. In the great Church of St. Peter in Rome is 
found the tomb of St. Peter, a humble Galilean fisherman, whom Christ 
made the head of His Church and who was the first Pope and Bishop 
of Rome. 

What profound charity St. Peter displayed in coming to bring 
comfort to his brethren when danger surrounded him on all sides. In 
each recurring year on June 29th we commemorate the heroic sacrifice 
of this great Apostle of Faith. 

St. Andrew, brother of St. Peter, was the first Apostle called by 
Christ to follow Him. He, like his brother, also suffered death by 
crucifixion. It is related that when he was led out to die and saw the 
cross upon which he was to give up his life, he cried out: “O precious 
cross, that hast been consecrated by the Body of my Lord and adorned 
with His limbs as with rich jewels, receive me into thy arms and 
present me to my Master, that He who redeemed me on thee may 
receive me by thee.” 

St. Andrew, whose feast we commemorate on November 30th, 
obtain for us all a great love for the Cross of Christ! 


Honorable mention in the group over twelve goes to the following: — 

Josephine Knievel — age 12 — Clearwater, Nebraska 

David Beckman — age 15 — Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, 

Minnesota 
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Charles S. Mann — age 13 — St. Joseph’s Orphanage, St. Joseph, Mo. 

William Binnette — age 14 —St. Joseph School for the Blind, Jersey 
City, N. J. 

Lucille Scott — age 12 — Our Lady of Angels Academy 


In the group under twelve years, first prizes go. to Sherry Bouchelle, 
age 9, of Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland, and John 
Kidwell, age 11, Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, Minnesota. 


Here is Sherry’s letter: — 

St. Peter was a fisherman. - One day he and his brother, Andrew, 
were washing their nets and Jesus came walking along with a crowd 
following Him. There were two fishing boats standing nearby. One 
of them belonged to Peter. Jesus stepped into it and began preaching 
to the people. . 

Now, Peter and Andrew had been fishing all night without catching 
anything. So Peter said to Jesus: “Master, we have worked all night 
without catching anything.” Jesus said to him: ‘Lower your nets in 
the deep.”” They did not hesitate. When they pulled the nets in, they 
were so full of fish they broke. Peter knew it was a miracle. He fell 
to his knees and said: “Depart from me, O Lord. I am not worthy.” 
At this, Our Lord said: ‘Come, follow Me and preach the word of 
God.” St. Peter’s feast is on June 29th, 

St. Andrew’s feast is on November 30th. He died on an X-shaped 
cross. He hung on it for two days. While he was hanging on the 

. cross, he spoke beautifully about it. 

St. Peter died with his head downward on the cross. He is 
usually pictured carrying a key because Our Lord told Peter he would 
have to take His place after Jesus ascended into heaven. 


This is what John Kidwell wrote: — 


St. Andrew was one of the fishermen of Bethsaida. He was the 
older brother of St. Peter. Both of them were disciples of St. John the 
Baptist. When Andrew first saw Christ, his first thought was to get 
his brother, Simon. When he found him, Andrew said, ‘“‘We have found 
the Messias.” It was Andrew, again, when the multitude had no 
food, who pointed out the boy with the loaves and fishes. St. Andrew 
went forth on his mission of preaching in Scythia and Greece, and at 
the end of years of successful toiling, to win a martyr’s crown. 

After a cruel scourging at Patria in Achaia, St. Andrew was left 
bound by cords to die on his cross. His cross was an X-shaped cross 
and to this day that kind of cross is known as “St. Andrew's Cross.” 
When St. Andrew noticed the gibbet on which he was to die for Christ, 
he was filled with joy and said: “O good cross! Made beautiful by 
the limbs of Christ! so long desired, now so beautifully found, receive 
me into thy arms and present me to my Master, that He who redeemed 
me through thee, may now accept me from thee.’ For two days the 
martyr remained hanging on the cross, preaching to the people and 
telling them not to relieve him of his pain, because he was doing it for 
love of God. St. Andrew is the patron saint of Russia and Scotland, 
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and also of unmarried women. His feast is celebrated on Nov. 30th. 

St. Peter: “Fire! Fire!’ Fire had broken out in Rome. Screams 
of horror, terror, panic and despair could be heard. After the fire died 
down, cries of revenge were heard throughout the city. ‘Nero did it! 
Nero did it! Capture Nero.’’ When they found him, he was very 
frightened. Then his old hope came back to him. “It was not my 
fault but that of the Christians,” he said. ‘‘Capture, kill them for 
destroying our city!’’ Then a great persecution arose throughout the 
city. When St. Peter heard of the persecution, he came swiftly to 
strengthen and encourage the Christians. 

One day St. Peter was preaching in public to the Christians when 
suddenly a cry came from the crowd: “Capture the Christian, kill 
him!” St. Peter was terribly tortured and from then on he used all 
His strength to stay alive. The court finally decided to crucify him. 
But he pleaded with them to crucify him with his head downward, 
because he did not deem himself worthy to die like Christ, his Master. 
He was then crucified according to his wishes. He is called the Apostle 
of Faith and all faithful Christians. His feast is celebrated on June 29. 


Honorable mention in the group under twelve years goes to: — 


Mary Gertrude Glatzel — age 10 — St. Joseph’s School, St. Joseph, 
Minnesota 

Louise Rede — age 9 — Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland 

Gabriella Morreale — age 8 — Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore 

Rose Marie Hankinson — age 11— New Baltimore, Pennsylvania 

Dorothy McDonnell — age 8 — Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore 


For your contest next month, we would like to have you give us 
the name of the “Doubting Apostle” and tell us how he earned this 
title. Also tell the date upon which his feast is celebrated. Those 
who tell the incident in the most interesting way will be awarded the 
prizes. A medal of the Child Jesus is the prize offered for January. 
We feel certain you would all be happy to possess one, either for 
yourselves or to give to some one you love. Again we renew our 
invitation for more schools to take part in the contests. Competition 
always lends interest, and we feel sure our faithful little friends from 
Our Lady of Angels Academy and Notre Dame of Maryland school 
would be glad to share honors with competitors from more schools. 
Here is hoping for 150 contest letters during January! 


stereo 
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Seeking the Truth 


N OLDEN days, the three Wise Men journeyed 
from the distant Orient, enduring untold hardships 
in their quest for the TRUTH. Following the 
guiding rays of a luminous star, they at length arrived 
at their journey’s end, the finding of the Prince of 
Peace housed in a poor stable, clothed in swaddling 
bands. Their quest had ended in the finding of Eternal 
Truth Itself and an abiding peace which this world cannot give. 


We today are also SEEKING TRUTH. In a world filled with 
false teachings, false doctrines, we too, are in need of a guiding star 
which will enable us to arrive safely at our journey'’s end, when life 
We, too, long to find Eternal Truth, and the never-ending 

peace which the possession of truth will 
bring. The holy Catholic Church is our 
guiding star, and in following her teach- 
ings, we, too, shall possess eternal truth. 


Let the BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 
help you in your quest. Devoted to the 
various truths of our holy Catholic Faith, 
they will help you as they have helped 

so many others; they will strengthen your faith, increase your hope, 
and give you an ardent love for the things of God; they will help 
you to preserve an unshaken peace amid life’s storms and turmoils, 
yes, even amid trials and afflictions. 

A COMPLETE LIST of our booklets is given on the inside cover. 
What spiritual riches will be yours at the end of the coming new year, 
if during each of its fifty-two weeks, you attentively read one of these 


consoling and instructive booklets! 


is done. 


We make the following reductions for booklets in quantities: — 


10¢ booklets: $4.00 in lots of 50 
7.00 per 100 in lots of 100 to 500 
6.50 per 100 in lots of 500 and more 
5¢ booklets: $2.00 in lots of 50 
3.50 per 100 
3 for 10¢ booklets: $2.75 per 100 


A COMPLETE SET of our entire collection of 68 booklets may be had 
at a special price of only $5.00 postpaid. You secure $6.00 worth of book- 
lets which will always be a source of joy and inspiration. 


None of these prices include carriage. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














